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BIRDS OF THE NEVADA TEST SITE

During tlic course of ecological studies con-
ducted tit the Atomic Energy Commission test
site since 1939 in the vicinity of Mercury, Ne-
vada, collections and observations of the birds
of the area were made. Although the work on
birds was somewhat incidental to other phases
of the study, a considerable amount of infor-
mation nevertheless was assembled, and it would

• seem to be desirable to publish it at this time.
Most of the collecting and observing was done
during 1961 and 1962, at which time about 900
specimens were collected and prepared as study
skins and several thousand individual obser-
vations were recorded. . . • ; . ' - .

The overall project at Mercury was carried
on under a contract (AT( 11-1)786) between the
Atomic Energy Commission and Brigham Young
University. Dr. Dorald M. Allred of the De-
partment of Zoology at Brigham Young Uni-
versity was the principal investigator and served
as general supervisor of the project. Clive D.
Jorgensen, who was at the time the immediate
director of the work at the site, made some of
the collections and observations of the birds.
The work of the authors was as follows: Hay-
ward did some collecting and observing at the
site during.the summer/of 1960 and has been
responsible for cataloguing and identifying the
specimens and for writing most of this manu-
script. Killpack and Richards, both of whom
worked at intervals on the site, were responsible
for most of the field collecting and recording,
particularly during the 1961 and 1962 seasons.
Killpack I»ai also done most of the work on the
bibliography. Prior to the time of this project,
\V. II. Rickard made some observations on the
nesting of birds at the test site. His data were
available to us through his publication (1961).
Richards (1962) has published a short paper on
the wintering of certain birds in the area. Our
own information has been .recorded on IBM
cards and reproduced so as to indicate numbers,
seasonal occurrence, and habitat relations for

•cads- species.. This information lias been used
extensively in preparing this report: Consider-
ing llit; fact that the study of birds was some-
what of a sideline to other aspects of the pro-
ject a remarkable amount of data was assembled.
It is especially important that most of the spec-
ies kinwn to occur in the area are represented
by collected specimens.

Allred, Beck and Jorgensen (1963) have des-
cribed in considerable detail the principal biotic
communities of the Nevada Test Site. They
have also included a list of the known species
of birds and indicated their habitat preferences.
For this reason it will not be necessary here
to comment extensively on the biotic commun-
ities and their ecological significance. It may
be desirable, however, to point out certain
features of the physical and biotic habitats that
influence the distribution and occurrence of
the avifauna of the area.

Considering the generally desert condition
of the area, it is rather remarkable that so
many different kinds of water and shore birds
have been recorded. Nearly all of these birds
are transients and their occurrence is depend-
ent upon the availability of open water, which
•is variable from season to season and from year
to year. The playa basins, of Frenchman and
Yucca Flats sometimes contain considerable
water. In fact, the basin at Frenchman Flat
was partially dammed off and during the winter
of 1960-61 and the followLig summer contained
a lake several feet deep. Run-off from local
cloudbursts frequently collects in these basins,
and the water may remain for several weeks
or months. Nearly all of the common species
of local and transient water birds stop on these
lakes. Most of the kinds of shore and wading
birds that ordinarily migrate across the area
also stop for varying lengths of time at the
playa lakes. At wells 3B and SB there are
imall reservoirs which contain, water most of
the time and also attract a few water and shore
birds. Over the entire test site there are a few
small natural springs including Topopah
Spring, Tippipah Spring, White Rock Spring
and Cane Springs.

Although these springs and reservoirs are
limited both in size and in number, they rep-
resent scattered oases in an otherwise waterless
area, and often attract large concentrations of

.small land birds that come'in especially in the
evening to feed and drink. Most characteristic
of these aggregations are horned larks, mourning
doves, and nighthawks. In addition to these
large, conspicuous concentrations of certain
species there is a steady stream of small passer-
ines as well as large birds in and out of the
spring areas. This is particularly evident at Cane
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Springs, \vlicrc there is some cover as well as
water. These water sources, small as they arc,
arc responsible for the presence of many species
of birds thai would not otherwise find the hab-
itiit suitable to their survival

The atomic testing activities and the building
of ro:idway,v within the test site have resulted
in localized changes in the natural desert veg-
etation that undoubtedly have influenced the
•.numbers and distribution of certain kinds of
.birds. When the natural desert vegetation is
destroyed, either by an atomic explosion or by
road building or other construction work, it is
typically replaced within a short time by Russian
thistle (Salsola kali) This weed'serves as a
source of food and cover for many small birds,
notably the house finch, which feeds on it in
great flocks, especially during the winter. It
seems likely that this species is far more abund-
ant in the area, owing to these community mod-
ifications, than it otherwise would be. Utility
poles along the roadways serve as convenient
perches for several kinds of hawks, falcons and
the raven, as well as some other species.

From the point of view of the avifauna, the
natural, undisturbed communities fall into two
general types. The liigher plateau areas exem-
plified by Rainier Mesa and -Pollute Mesa are
characterized by a predominance of Pinyoh-Jun-
iper woodland in. which such species as the
p i f i o n Jay (Cymnorhinus cyanoccphalus),
Mountain Chicadee (Parus gambeli), Plain Tit-
moujc (Parus inornatu.t), Solitary Vireo (Vireo
solitarius), and Black- tliroated Gray Warbler
(Dcndraica nigrescens ) are characteristic resi-
dents. The lower type, occupying wide valleys
typified by Frenchman, Yucca and Jackass Flats,
is vegetated predominantly by a variety of low

.growing shrubs, in. which :can be recognized sev-.
erul distinct types of plant communities. The
Nevada Test Site occupies an area which lies
in a position of transition between what has
been called the Southern Desert Shrub Biome
and Northern Desert Shrub Biome (Faucin,
1946) or the Lower Sonoran and Upper Sonoran
Life- Zones (Merriam, 1910). As would be ex-
pected, elements of both of these major com-
munities are to be found in the flora and fauna
of {?:?• test site area. Typical resident birds of
the- Southern Desi-it Shrub include the Lesser
\]>ntb;iwk (Choidailcs acnUpennis), Costa's
Hummingbird (Calyplc costac), Ladder-backed
Wi-idpecker '-(Dcndrocopps scalaris),- Cactus
\VTVM .(Campyhrbynchtis briincicapillum) and
1 ,i ( !< i!iti-'s Thra.slior (Toxostpina Iccontci). All
of t'iose aio prrsenl ;il the Nevada Test Site. The
Sal-'.- Thrasher (Orcoacuptea montannx). Green-

tailed Towhce (Chlonirti chloruru), and Brew-
er's Sparrow (Spizella biarcri), typical resident
birds of the Northern Desert Shrub, also occur.
During the- breeding season the Southern Desert
Shrub clement seems to be predominant in these
lower valleys.

In winter the open and warmer valleys af-
ford a suitable feeding ground for thousands of
small passerine birds, many of which move in
from higher altitudes or more northern latitudes.
Typical of these wintering birds; are the Sage
Sparrow (Amphispiza belli), House Finch (Car-
podacus mexicanus), several kinds of juncos
(Junco caniceps, Junto orcgamis, Junco hyemal-
is). Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides),
Starling (Sltirnus vitlgar'is), White-crowned
Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophnjs), and Horned
Lark (Ereniophila alpestris). Some of these,
such as the House Finch and Horned Lark, are
continuously resident in the area but occur in
greater numbers during the winter season.

In this paper the kinds of birds known from
the Nevada Test Site will be treated individually
under two or three principal headings depend-
ing upon the kind and amount of information
available to us and the status of each species.
Collection records are indicated in each case
where specimens are available, and general com-
ments will be made on sight records. Although
many thousands of sight records are available
to us, we have not attempted to make use of
these to indicate populations except in a very
general way, since the data were assembled rath-
er haphazardly and do not appear to be statis-
tically reliable. Data assembled relative to sea-
sonal occurrence appear to present a rather ac-
curate picture of aspecrion in the birds, and
this information will be summarized for each
species. From the information at hand it is pos-
sible to draw some conclusions as to the general
habitat relations of the several species, but there
is a need for more uniform observation and data
recording on this particular subject. Whenever
more than one subspecies is present in the area,
or is likely to occur there, a brief analysis of the
taxonomic relationships of the specimens avail-
able is given. The present paper reports on
about 192 kinds of birds of which six are pre-
sumably new records for Nevada. The new rec-
ords are as follows: American Golden Plover
(Pluvialis dominion); Pectoral Sandpiper (EroL
ia'.melanotos); a race of Hermit Thrush (Hylo-
cichla gitltatu oromcla); a race of Swainson's
Thrush (Hylocichla nstitlata iistulata); Lap-
land Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus lapponi-
cns); and Purple Finch (Carpodactts purpnreus
californiciis). . .
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A selected bibliography of the papers known
lo us that deal with the birds of the test site
and southern Nevada is included. No attempt is
made to cite all published records for each
species except in a limited number of cases
where the occurrence is unusual. Some of the
sources included in the bibliography are not
specifically cited in the report. The names of
the birds and the order of their presentation fol-
low the 1957 A.O.U. "Check-list of North Amer-
ican Birds" with a few exceptions.

Our appreciation is extended to the person-
nel of the Atomic Energy Commission, who
<ranted financial support to the project and to
their personnel at Mercury who furnished space,
vehicles and other items necessary for the work

there. We are also grateful for the constant
support of Dr. Dorald M. Allrcd, the general
supervisor and principal investigator of the en-
tire project, and to his field supervisors, Clive
D. Jorgeusen, Dr. J. Richard Mitrdock, and Le-
land White, who collected sp-vimens or made
observations that were of great value. In ad-
dition, we appreciate the cooperation of Dr.
Philip S. Humphrey and Dr. John Aldrich of
the U.S. National Museum, who made the col-
lection of that institution available to us for the
identification of some of the doubtful speci-
mens. We also are grateful for the assistance
of Dr. William H. Behle, University of Utah,
for the identification of the Homed Larks and
Red-winged Blackbirds.

ACCOUNTS OF THE SPECIES

Podiceps caspicus (Hablizl)
Eared Grebe

Collection records: Four specimens, March
3. October 4, September 22, 1961; December 14,
I960.

Status: The Eared Grebe is an irregular win-
ter visitant and was noted particularly on the
small reservoir at Well 5B. Specimens were ob-
served as early as September 22 and as late as
March 3.

Acchmuphorus occidentals (Lawrence)
Weilern Grebe

Collection records: Three specimens, No-
vember 11, 16, June 9, 1961. V

Status: Only the three birds collected were
seen on the test site. Two were collected on
water at Frenchman Playa, and one sick bird
was picked up along one of the roadways.

Pelecamts erythrorhijnctios Gmeh'n
White Pelican

Collection records: None.
Status: A small flock was seen April 10,

1961, circling over water at Frenchman Playa..
None was seen to light and there are no other
records of this species for the test site.

Ardea herodias treganzai Court
Great Blue Heron

Collection records: One specimen, August
14, 1961.

Status: The Great Blue Heron is probably
to be regarded as a casual and irregular visitor
at the Nevada Test Site. Records are available

""for '..'March;'- August and September with the
earliest being March 10 and the latest Septem-
ber 10. The one specimen taken was collected
at Frenchman Playa, and there are four sight
records for the same locality.

Jpitm
Podilymbus podiceps (Linnaeus)

Pied-billed Grebe

Collection records: i One specimen, April 1,
I *fO1. i • '„ '

Status: Eight sight records were made for
rt'tsy grebe. Present evidence indicates that it
'* a sP"'ng and autumn transient occurring on
»''c playa lakes and at Well.5!?. The earliest
Ji)r»ng record is for March 20, while the latest
autumn record is for September 11.

Butorides virescens anthonyi (Mearns)
Green Heron

Collection records: One specimen, October
24,1961.

Status: Only the one record of the specimen
collected is available to us. This bird was sick
and unable to fly. Although the Green Heron is
reported to nest in southern Nevada (A.O.U.
Check-list, 1957, p. 44), we have not found any
indication of breeding on the test site.

2?.Vl



alhiis egrclta (Gmtliii)
Common Iv^ot

Collection records: One specimen, April 29,
1981.

Status-. A Common Egret was seen on sev-
eral different occasions between April 27 and
April 29, Ul61, in company with snowy egrets.
It was seen first at'Well 5B, and presumably
the same one was collected later at Yucca Playa.

Leucophoyx thula brewsteri (Thayer and :
Bangs)

Sno\vy Egret

Collection records: Two specimens, July 29,
I960; April 23, 1961.

Status: The Snowy Egret is a consistent
summer resident at the test site although it does
not breed there. It is seen about the playa lakes
and around the wells from April into Septem-
ber.

Nijcticorax nycticorax hoactli (Gmelin)
... Black-crowned Night Heron

Collection records: One specimen, May 7,
1SS1. ,

Status: This species seems to be an uncom-
mon spring visitor at the test site. Besides the
single collection noted above three sight records

" are available between April 14 and May 7 at
Yucca Playa.

Ixobrijchus exilis hesjieris Dickey and van
Rossem

Least Bittern

Collection record: One specimen, May 19,
1931.

Status: The specimen collected was the only
one-recorded during pur.'study.-. It was taken at
Yu.va Playa. The larger measurements of beak
and wing place our specimen definitely with
the race hssjyeris rather than exilis {Gmelin.)
Thv Least Bittern seems to be an uncommon
visitor to southern Nevada. Grater (1939) has
p-.S'iihed sight records for Hememvay Wash
and St. Thomas', Clarke County, for August and
September (193S). Akorn (1910) has published
11 r.xord for Fallon, Churchill County, farther
to the north.

Plcgadis chlhi (Vieillot)
White-faced Ibis

Collection record: One specimen, May 13,
19'iL

Status: Three birds were together at French-
man Playa when the above specimen was col-
lected. This is the only record available to us
from the test site area.

Bruntu candeum (Linnaeus)
Canada Goose

Collection record: One specimen, Decem-
ber 6, 1959.

Status: The Canada Goose is an uncommon
visitor on the test site. Two records for March
26 and December 6 are available at which time
birds were seen on the playa lakes. The one
specimen collected was sick and unable to fly.

Anas platyrhynchos Linnaeus
Mallard

Collection records: Two specimens, April 4,
and November 15, 1961.

Status: Mallards were irregular visitors from
November 11 to April 4. They were observed
mostly on the playa lakes but were also encoun-
tered occasionally on the reservoirs. The birds
were most abundant in March.

Alias ticuta Linnaeus
Pintail

Collection records: Two specimens, August
17, 1960, and October 4, 1961.

Status: Pintails appear to visit the test site
during autumn and spring migration. We have
no records for May, June or July or for Decem-
ber and January. The playa lakes are the fav-
ored resting places for these ducks.

Anas carolinensis Gmelin
Green-winged Teal

Collection records: Three specimens, March
3, October 7, 1961; February 14, 1962.

Status: Green-winged Teal may be seen on
the playa lakes and reservoirs rattier regularly
from August into May. The concentrations are
greatest during spring and autumn migration
and especially in February and March. They
may also be regarded as occasional winter vis-
itors.

A nas discors Linnaeus
Blue-winged Teal

Collection records: Three specimens, April
28 and October S, 1961.

Status: This bird is an irregular Vsitor that
-I'juy appear at most any month of the year. \Ve



hav«« records for every month except February,
March and September. The greatest numbers
were
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Status: The Turkey Vulture is a common
spring and summer resident at the test site. Our
records extend from April 13 to September 12.
It \vas most commonly seen in the Yucca Flat
area.

Accipitcr striatus tclox (Wilson)
Sparp-shinned Hawk-

Collection records: None.
Status: We have four sight records of this

hawk for April, September and December. Most
of them were seen at Cane Springs. At this
place one was observed to capture a Western
Tanager. . ,

Accipitcr copperii (Bonaparte)
Cooper's Hawk

Collection records: Two specimens, July 2S,
1960; May 6, 1961.

Status: There are 24 records of Cooper's
Hawk for the test site area. It seems to be more
common than the Sharp-shinned. The records
are scattered from January 2 to October 8, but
most of them were for the summer months.
Many of the birds were seen in the Pinydn-
Juniper on the mesas, but they also frequently
visited Cane Springs.

Bitteo jamaicensis calnrus (Cassin)
Red-tailed Hawk-

Collection records: Two specimens, October
9, November 6, 1959.

Status: The observations of this species were
rather evenly distributed throughout every
month of the year, and it may therefore be con-
sidered a permanent resident. It was observed
over all of the types of communities and was
common.

Buteo swainsoni Bonaparte
Swainson's Hawk

Collection records: Four specimens, April
30 and May 23, 1961; August 6, 9, 1960,

Statm: Records of observation extend from
February 17 to November 17, but most of the
birds were seen from April through August.
Swainson's Hawks, were most frequently seen
parching on utility poles along the roadways,
especially in Yucca Flat. Rickard (1961) men-
tiuns a nest containing 2 eggs and 2 young in
a Joshua tree, but gives no exact locality or date.

Bntco la«(>i>tt$ s. joliannis (Gmelin)
Rough-legged Hawk

Collection record: One specimen, February
15. 1960.

Status: The Rough-legged Hawk was re-
corded in the test site area from November 2
to May 6. It was regarded as the most common
hawk in late- winter and early spring, perching
on utility poles, especially at Yucca Flat. On
several occasions pellets were found to contain
remains of Jerusalem crickets.

Buteo regali? (Gray) .
Ferruginous Hawk

Collection records: One specimen, Novem-
ber 11, 1959.

Status: This species is regarded as a rather
uncommon and irregular visitor at the test site.
Nine scattered sight records are available from
September 5 to June 14. The birds were most
frequently seen perched on utility poles in Yuc-
ca Flat

Aquila chrysaelos canadensis (Linnaeus)
Golden Eagle

Collection records: Two sperimans, July 28,
I960, and June 30, 1961.

Status: There are 49 sight records of the
Golden Eagle scattered rather evenly through
all the months of the year. The species is re-
garded as an uncommon permanent resident in
the area, although no nesting sites have been
located.

Circus cyanetts hitdsonius (Linnaeus)
Marsh Hawk

Collection records: None.
Status: One hundred twenty-six sight rec-

ords were made, distributed through all the
months of the year except June. The greatest
number of recordings were made from October
through March.

Pandion haliaetus (Linnaeus)
- Osprey

Collection records: None.
Status: The osprey was seen flying over the

tree tops on the mesa, May 6, 1961. Two sight
records are also available for the Frenchman
Flat area September 5 and 12,1961.

Falco tnexicanus Schlegel
Prairie Falcon

Collection records: Two specimens, Novem-
ber 26 and December 10, 1960.

Status: The Prairie Falcon is a rather com-
mon permanent resident of the test site. It nests

?P*?iSt-J I'* ... <.'





Plnviali.v tlinninica ilominica Miiller
American Golden Plover

Collection records: Two specimens, Septem-
ber It, 1961.

Status: The occurrence of the Golden Plover
at the Nevada Test Site is known only from the
two specimens collected. The birds were taken
jit Frenchman Flat Playa. We have not been
able to find any other published record of this
species for the state of Nevada.

On the basis of the lesser amount of yellow
spotting on the back and the shorter beaks our
specimens definitely belong to the subspecies
dominica.

Squatarola squatarola (Linnaeus)
Black-bellied Plover

Collection records: None.
Status: We have only one sight record for

May 6, 1961.

Capella gallitwgo delicata (Ord)
Common Snipe-

Collection records: Four specimens, Octob-
er 11. 1960; March 25 and October 9, .1961;
March 2S, 1962.

Status: The Common Snipe is a rather un-
common spring and autumn transient. .It has
been recorded in the area from March 17 to
April 8 and again from September IS to October
25. Observations have been made at Cane
Springs, at playa lakes and around the well
reservoirs.

Actitls niaculariu (Linnaeus)
Spotted Sandpiper

Collection records: Six specimens, May 2,
23, 15 and September 4, 1961; May 11, 1962.

Status: Spotted Sandpipers migrate in fairly,
large numbers through the test site in spring
and autumn, especially in April and May. There
are also often records of occurrence in summer
whc-r they may be seen on playas or around
well' reservoirs.

•Tringa solitaria cinnamomea (Brewster)
Solitary Sandpiper

Collection records: Two specimens, April
23, 2-S. J961.

Status: This species is an uncommon spring
and autumn transient at the test site. Six records
arc available for April 23 to 28 and again Aug-
ust 11 to 27. The birds were seen around
pl.iyn lakes. •

According to the A.O.U. Check-list (1957)
it is possible that either the races solilaria or
cinnamomea could occur as transients in Neva-
da. Comparing our specimens with scries of
both races in the U.S. National Museum makes
it clear that they are cinnamomea. Late sum-
mer adults of cinnamomea can be easily dis-
tinguished on the basis of the buffy rather than
white spotting on the back. The narrower dark
tail bands of cinnamomea in comparison with
the wider ones of solitaria are also distinctive.
The wing measurements of our specimens also
fall more nearly within the range of cinna-
momea

Totanus melanoleucus (Gmelin)
Greater Yellowlegs

Collection records: Three specimens, March
18 and April 14, 1961.

Status: Fairly common spring and autumn
transients around playa lakes and well reser-
voirs. We have 39 records from March 18 to
May and again from August to October 9. This
species is much more common in the area than
the Lesser Yellowlegs.

Totanus flavipes (Gmelin)
Lesser Yellowlegs

Collection records: Two specimens, Aufoist
21 and October 10, 1961.

Status: The Lesser Yellowlegs is an uncom-
mon transient in spring and fall. We have five
records scattered from March 9 to May 7 and
again from August 21 to October 10. All were
seen at the playa lakes.

Erolia melanotos (Vieillot)
Pectoral Sandpiper

Collection record: One specimen, October
3, 1961.

Status: A rare migrant in the test site area.
Only the one specimen collected was seen. To
our knowledge this is the first record of the
Pectoral Sandpiper for Nevada.

Erolia. bairdii (Coues)
Baird's Sandpiper

Collection records: Three specimens, April
9, August 12, September 30, 1981.

Status: This species is an uncommon spring
and autumn transient. We have a total of 9
records for April 9 and again for August 4 to
October 6. The birds were seen mostly at the
playa lakes but occasionally at the well res-
ervoirs.
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Krvliu minutiUa (Vieillot)
* Lrast Sandpiper

Collection records: Twelve specimens,
March 18, 29, April 7, 16, 22, 23, October 26,
1961.

Status: This is a common spring and autumn
transient species in the test site area. We have
records of its occurrence from February 11 to
October 3 except for June and September. The
largest concentrations are in April and May at
which time small flocks occur at • the playa
lakes.

Erolla alpina pacifica (Coues)
Dunlin

Collection records: Two specimens, May 13
and October 10, 1961.

Status: The Dunlin or Red-backed Sandpiper
is a rare spring and autumn migrant at the
test site where it was seen and collected at the
playa lakes. In addition to the collection records,
we have a sight record of three individuals for
April 1. Linsdale (1951) cites only 4 records
for Nevada, all of which are for the northern and
central parts of the state.

Limnodronnis scolopacetts (Say)
Long-billed Dowitcher

Collection records. Four specimens, March
26, 29, April 15. 1961; April 11. 1962.

Status: Long-billed Dowitchers appear to be
incommon spring and autumm migrants when
hey are seen at the playa lakes and the well
eservoirs. In addition to the birds collected, one
vas seen on August 1, 1851. , ?

Micropalamahimantopus (Bonaparte) • • ' • ? •
Stilt Sandpiper

Collection records: None.
Status: Seven birds were observed at one of

ic. playa lakesj October 8, 1961. Linsdale
951) indicates only one other record for Ne-
ada by Slipp (1952:62) between Hazen and
lahala, July 30. 1939.

Ereunetes tnaitri Cabanis
Western Sandpiper

Collection records: Ten specimens, April 15,
•:. 27, 23, 1961.

Status: The Western Sandpiper is perhaps
e most common of the small transient shore
rds to visit the test site area. We have num-
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erous records from April 15 into May and again
from July to October S. It was found exclusively
around the playa lakes.

One of our specimens collected on April 22,
1961, has an exceptionally short bill, placing it
well within the range of- E. pusillus. However,
on the basis of the distinctly brown back and
heavier and more extensive streaking of the un-
derparts, we have placed it with E. mauri.

Limosa fcdoa (Linnaeus)
Marbled Godwit

Collection record: One specimen, July 20,
1961.

Status. The Marbled Godwit was a rare vis-
itor at the test site during the period of this
study. Only the one specimen collected was ob-
served. Linsdale's (1951) summary of the Ne-
vada records indicates that this species is not ;
common in the state although it is a consistent
visitor.

Himantopiii tnexicanus (Miiller)
Black-necked Stilt

Collection record: One specimen, April 27,
1961.

Status: This species is an uncommon spring
and autumn transient; around the playa lakes.
We have a total of six records from April 27
through May and again on September 16.

Recuroirostra Gincncana Gmelin
American Avocet

Collection records: Two specimens, March
29 and August 5, 196 L /

Status: Avocets are rather common spring
and autumn transients at the playas, especially
Yucca Flat/One hundred eighty recordings
were made for this species from March 7 into
May and again from August to November 22.

Steganopus tricolor Vieillot
Wilson's Phalarupe

Collection records: Nine specimens, April
29 and 30, and May 3.. 4, 11, 1962; May 5, 1962.

Status: A fairly common transient in spring
and autumn around playa lakes and well res-
ervoirs. We have a total of 44 records from
April 29 to May 11 and again on August 12. By
far the greater number of recordings are for
April and May.

.
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Lolfijies Mwtua (Linnaeus)
Northern I'halarope

Collection records: Three specimens, May
14, July 5 and September 3, 1961.

Status: Northern Phalaropes are rather un-
common spring and autumn migrants seen at
playa lakes, well reservoirs, and occasionally at
Cane Springs. We have 3-1 records mostly from
May 14 to May 22 and from September 3 to
September 19.

Larus californicus Lawrence
California Gull

Collection records. None.
Status. The California Cull is a somewhat

common, although irregular visitor to the test
site, where it was seen on the playa lakes from
March 7 into April and again in October. The
species was far more common in the spring
than in autumn. We have no records for sum-
mer or winter.

Larus dclawarensis Ord
Ring-billed Gull

Collection record: One specimen, March 12,
1961.

Status: \Ve have numerous records for this
gull fruin March 12 into June and again from
September to November 15. It was seen on
the playa lakes, frequently in company with the*
California Cull.

Larus Philadelphia (Ord)
1V:.vuiparte's Gull-

Collection records: Three specimens, April
15, Mu;. 3, October 23, 1961.

Status: These gulls are uncommon spring
and autumn migrants. They were seen at Yucca
Flat. An occurrence at Mead Lake was reported
by Crater (1939:30).

Zcnaidura niacrourn marginella (Woodhouse)
Mourning Dove

Collection records: Four specimens, May 21,
22, June 14, 29, 1961.

Status: Several thousand recordings were
iruf'u? for this species from April 2 to NbVe;nber
1. Bin.is were most abundant in April, May and
June. It was common to see largs: numbers, es-
timated to he as many as 5,000, come into water
sources in the evening. During the heat of the
day in midsummer, many would go into caves,
particularly at Tippipah Spring, where some
would die or become incapacitated.

Nests were most commonly found in Yucca
trees or on the ground in the Colcogyne com-
m u n i t y . Nests were found as follows: June 29
with week-old young; June 23 with young; June
15 with eggs.

Ccucoccyx cclifoniiaiuis (Lesson)
Roadnmner

Collection records: Three specimens, June
15, August 6, October 12, 1961.

Status: Fairly common permanent residents
in the area. They, seemed to occur most com-
monly in Yucca, Colcogyne and Larrea com-
munities, although one was seen on the mesa
in Pinyon-Juniper. A nest containing four eggs
was found in an old abandoned bomber south
of Yucca Flat. It was built in the engine and
contained four eggs on April 12, 1961.

Bubo virginianus accidentally Stone
Great Horned Owl

Collection record: One specimen, November
13, 1959.

Status: In addition to the specimen collect-
ed, one sight record for December 17 is avail-
able. The species seems to be a rare winter
visitor at the test site.

Although the resident race of the Horned
Owl in southern Nevada is supposed to be
pallescens (A.O.U. Check-list, 1957), our single
specimen is much closer in wing length (378mm)
and coloration to occidentals when compared
with specimens from central Utah. Gabrielson
(1949) recorded a specimen that he referred to
the subspecies lagapliomts from northern Nye
County (Potts).

Speotyto cuniculariahijpugaea (Bonaparte)
1 Burrowing Owl

Collection records: Three specimens, July 7,
1961; June 16 and July 27, 1962.

Status: The Burrowing Owl is a permanent
resident at the test site. It has been noted in
the Coleogijne and Yucca communities and is
more common in open country where the veg-
etation is not in a dense growth.

Asia of us it-Hycnianus (Lesson)
Long-eared Owl

Collection records: Five specimens, Decem-
ber 4, I960; January 25, I960; September 6,
October 7 and January 30, 1961.

Status: \Vc have a total of 10 records of this
owl from September 6 to March 31. There are
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no observations for April througli August, in-
dicating that it may be a winter visitor only.
However, more careful investigation may show
that it breeds in the Pinyon-Juniper community
or in scrub oak. Specimens that have been ob-
served were found mostly in the scrub oak of
the small canyons and also at Cane Springs.

Asio fliimineus (Pontoppidan)-
Short-eared Owl

Collection records: One specimen, April 11,
1961-

Status: This owl is' an uncommon visitor at
the test site. Besides the collection record we.
have one sight record for February 13. Bkds
were seen in the Cpleogyne community.

Phalaenoptilus nuttaUii nnttallii (Audubon)
Poor-will

Collection records: Two specimens, July 20,
1961.

Status: The Poor-will is a rather common
summer resident on the mesas and in small can-
yons adjacent to them. There are no records for
the low desert communities.

Chardeiles minor hesperis Grinnell
Common Nighthawk

Collection records: Two specimens, June 16
and July 20, 1962.

Status: Judging from confirmed records
available the Common Nighthawk is rather rare
in the test site area. However, it may occur
more frequently than we know in flocks of the
much more abundant Lesser Nighthawk, which
feed commonly over the well reservoirs and
playa lakes during the summer.

The two specimens collected are nearly iden-
tical with examples of the subspecies hesperis
from the Great Basin in Utah and are undoubt-
edly of that race.

Churdeiles actittpennis tcxvnsis Lawrence
Lesser Nighthawk

Collection records: Eighteen specimens,
July 7, 10, 28, 29, I960; May 20, June 18, July
1, 1961.

Status: The Lesser Xighthawk is a common
summer resident at the test site, where it is
most frequently seen tceding over well reser-
voirs and playa lakes in the evening. Birds have
bw:» recorded from June JS to August 8 but
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are most abundant in June and July. We have
no information on the daytime habits of this
species in the area.

Acrontmtcs stixalalis saxalaliv (Woodhouse)
'Whitc-thi-outcd Swift

Collection records: Two specimens, August
1, I960.

Status: We have 27 sight records from Aoril
• ' <3 . x

to August 1, with the greatest'number being
seen in May. Birds are fairly common on the
mesas and high ridges, but rarely occur over
the lower open deserts.

Calypte costae (Bourcier)
Costa's Hummingbird

Collection records: Seven specimens, March
22, April 15, May 13, June 12, 15, 1961; July
23, 1962. .

Status: Costa's Hummingbird is the most
common hummer in the area. There are num-
erous records extending from March 22 to July
23. The birds are most often encountered around
the springs, particularly Cane Springs and Tip-
pipah Spring. On April 28, 1962, a nest contain-
ing two eggs was located in an Atriplex cane-
sccns bush on a steep bank at Cane Springs.

Selasphoms platijcercus. (Swainson)
Broad-tailed Hummingbird

Collection records: None.
Status: We have/only 2 sight records for this

species. It was observed at Cane Springs, Sep-
tember 8, 1961. J

Seldsphdrus'rufiis (Gmelin)
Rufous Hummingbird

Collection records: Two specimens, July 23,
1962.

Status: Only the two collection records noted
above are available. The birds were taken in
a burned Pinyon-Juniper area where they were
feeding at blossoms of Pcntstemon and Gilea.

Megaccnjle alcijon caiirina (Grinnell)
Belted Kingfisher

Collection records: None.
Status: Two sight records were made on

April C and April 20, 1961.

m
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C'<'/«/ ' /<••> ciifcr coUnny Vigors
. JU-d skilled Flicker

Colli'cliou records: Four specimens, Octob-
er 24, I960; October 7, 20, 1961; April 13, 1962.

Status: The Red-shafted Flicker was record-
ed for every month of the year except January,
ll is regarded as a permanent resident in Pin-
yon-Juniper on tlie mesas. It was also frequent-
ly seen perching on utility poles along the road-
ways and at Cane Springs.

AvJ//if/cy»iiis lewis (Gray)
Lewis' Woodpecker

Collection records: Two specimens, May 1,
19S1; May 6, 1962.

Status: This species is presently known only
as a spring and early summer transient. It has
been recorded from May 1 to June 29. It was
noted at Cane Springs and in the Pinyon-Juni-
per on the mesas.

Sphyrapictts varitis nuchalis Baud
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Collection records: Five specimens, June 23,
1950; September 25, 29, October 4, 1961.

Status: This sapsucker appears to be a spring
and fall transient although further field work
may reveal that it nests in the Pinyon-Juniper
of the mesas. Most of our observations have
been made in the autumn !it Cane Springs,
where the birds stop for brief periods.

: • Dcndrocopos villosus (Linnaeus)
Hairy Woodpecker

- Gollectipri records: Two specimens, Novem-
ber 14 and January 29, 1961.

Status: Hairy Woodpeckers are permanent
residents in the Pinyon-Juniper community of
the mesas. They have been noted from March
through August and again in November and
.January. They have been noted only in the Pin-
yoi!-Juniper community of the mesas.

There arc insufficient data to indicate the
breeding subspecies in the test site area. Lins-
dalo (1951, p. 237) states that Icucothorcctis is
resident in ihe southern part of Nevada.at high-
er elevations. Of 0111 two specimens, one is clear-
ly Icitcothorct li\. The other has a wing mea-
surement (131 mm) that falls within the range
of HHinticttla however, it lacks the- white spots
on the wing coverts and the bill is shorter than

in typical munticola. It is possible that this in-
dividual is intermediate between the two races
and has drifted farther south in the winter.

Dcntlrocnpos scnlaris cnctojrfiilus (Oberholser)
Ladder-backed Woodpecker

Collection records: Four specimens. June
12, 1961; July 23 and August 3, 1960.

Status: This woodpecker is an uncommon
spring and summer resident in Yucca and Cole-
ogyne communities and occasionally in oakbnish
at the base of the mesas. We have recorded it
from March 18 to August 3.

Tyranfius uerticulis Say
Western Kingbird

Collection records:, Seven specimens, April
12, 24, May 7, June 12, 14, 15, 1961.

Status: We have more than 200 records of
the Western Kingbird from Apiil 12 to Septem-
ber 11. They are common summer residents in
the Yiicca-Coleogyne community and occasion-
ally are found on the mesas in Pinyon-Juniper.
In the latter area a nest was found May 27,
1962, about 12 feet up from the ground in a
dead pinyon.

Tyrannus cociferans Swainson
Cassin's Kingbird

Collection records: Eight specimens, May 7,
June 27, July 2, 1961; July 20, 24, 1962.

Status: Records of Cassin's Kingbird from
Nevada seem to be rather few. Grater (1939:
221) reported two individuals at Saint Thomas,
June 28, 1938; We found the species to be a
fairly common summer resident in brushy can-
yons and in the Pinyon-Juniper. Besides the
collection records indicated above, we have 42
sight records between May 6 and August 22.
Young birds were found in the Pinyon-Juniper
on July 20.

Myi.arclnis cincrasccns clncrascens (Lawrence)
Ash-throated Flycatcher

Collection records: Four specimens, May 27,
I960; April 29, May 7, 26, 1961.

Status: This species was a common summer
resident in a small canyon in onkbrush and in
the Pinyon-Juniper on the mesas. A few were
also seen at Cane Springs. The records extend
from April 6 to August 24 but the birds were
most common in May and June.

2 .
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Sayornis nigricam scinuitra (Vigors)
Black Phoebe

Collection records: Four specimens, July 28,
I960; May 2S, August 9, 1961.

Status: Black Phoebes are uncommon sum-
mer residents around the wells and at Cane
Springs. Our records extend from March 31 into
May and again in July and August.

Sayornis saya satja (Bonaparte)
Say's Phoebe

Collection records: Eleven specimens, July
27, 1960; May 10, 24, February 7, April 14, June
2, 15, 1961; March 13, 1962.

Status: This phoebe is a very common resi-
dent in all types of communities at the test site.
We have records for every month of the year
except October and December. It is likely that
some individuals remain in the area as perman-
ent residents although we have found them to
be more common in March through June. A
nest containing ,4 fresh eggs was found at Mid
Valley, May 27, 1961, on a ledge about 5 feet
up. An old nest was also found at Cane Springs
and another in a cave at Tippipah Spring on
July 27, 1962.

Empidoiiax"hammondii (Xantus)
Hammond's Flycatcher

Collection records: Three specimens, April
30, May 21, 1961; May 13, 1962.

Status: Owing to the difficulty in making
sight identifications of the Empidonax flycatch-
ers the status of this species in the area is
somewhat in doubt. However, it is believed
to be a fairly common summer resident in the
Pinyon-Juniper and Oakbrush communities.

Empidonaxoberholseri Phillips
Dusky Flycatcher

Collection records: Nine specimens, April
30, May 7, 11 .13. 23, June 4, 1981; April 28,
May 6, 1962.

Status: The Dusky Flycatcher is at present
known only as a spring transient through the
test site area.

Empidonax wrighlii Baird
Cray Flycatcher

Collection ..records: Fourteen specimens,
April 29, May 2, 7,'13, 24, 26, July 2, 1961; April
2S, June 5, 1962.

Status: It is likely that the Cray Flycatcher
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is a summer resident in the Pinyoa-Junipcr and
Oakbrush communities of the mesas and small
canyons. Since E. ohcrltolseri and E. wrightii
are difficult to separate in the field, we have
not attempted to record sight data.

Contofjtis sordididtis veliei Cones
Western Wood Pcwee

Collection records: Twelve specimens, July
27, I960; May 11, 20, 23, 24, 26, June 2, 4, 16,
1961; May 5, 1962.

Status: The Wood Pewee is a common mi-
grant in May and is resident in summer in oak-
brush of the small canyons and in the Pinyon-
Juniper of the mesas. Records are available
from May 5 to September 7. During the peak
of migration in May these birds are occasionally
seen in the Yitcca-Coleogyne community of the
lower deserts. .-,

N'ultallornis borealis (Swainson)
Olive-sided Flycatcher

Collection records: Four specimens. May 24,
26, June 2, September IS, 1961.

Status: The Olive-sided Flycatcher is a rath-
er uncoinmcn migrant at the test site in spring
and autumn. The earliest record is for May 24
and the latest September 18. There are no rec-
ords for July but 12 recordings were made for
late August. Birds were seen in the Pinyon-
Juniper of the mesas and in oakbrush of the
small canyons.

Pyrocephalus'.rubinus flammeus van Rossem
Vermilion Flycatcher

Collection record: One specimen, July 22,
1962.

Status: Only the one record of the speci-
men collected is available. The collection was
made in Pinyon-Juniper on the east rim of
the mesas.

Eremophila alpestris (Linnaeus)
Horned Lark

Collection records: Twenty-five specimens,
January 28, June 9, July 27, December 2, 9, 1960;
January 3, 28, February 24, April 22, May 20,
July 1," 1961; March IS, July 16, 1962.

Status: The Horned Lark is a permanent
resident in all of the lowland desert commun-
ities. Although it lias been recorded for every
month of the year, it is most abundant in large
flocks from October through March. In summer,

• large • concentrations- of the birds were seen
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around well reservoirs in the evening when they
came in to drink. Young birds were frequently,
caught in mammal traps in the Atriplex conferti-
jiiJia community, which seems to be their pre-
ferred nesting habitat.

The subspecific status of the homed lark
population at the Nevada Test Site is of con-
siderable interest. From the information at hand
it seems rather clear that neither the wintering
nor breeding birds are of the race utahensis,
which is supposedly the breeding subspecies of
the eastern Great Basin. Both young and adult
test site specimens are on the whole decidedly
lighter, less grayish and brighter on the upper
parts than Great Basin specimens. Only one of
our specimens approaches characteristic utahen-
sis. Most of our wintering specimens appear to
be identical with the race leucolaema. from east-
ern Utah. Our breeding specimens are rather
paler than the latter race and are temporarily as-
signed to the race ammophila, the breeding
range of which includes southwestern Nevada

' (A.CXU. Check-list, 1957, p. 357).

Taclnjcineta thallassina lep'ula Mearns
. Violet-green Swallow

Collection records: Five specimens, April 2,
June 30. 1961; May 12, 1962.

Status: This species is fairly common at the
test site in spring and summer. We have record-
ed it from March 11 to August 8, when it is
most often seen feeding over water at playa lakes
and reservoirs. The birds were also occasion-
ally seen in .the Pinyon-Juniper in July, and
there is a possibility that they nest there.

'Iridoprocne bicoljr (Vieillot)
Tree Swallow

• . . • ' . • * ' _ _ ^
Collection records: Two specimens, April 2,

23, 1961. .". . '"' ' ' -'•"•v- ' " ' " " ' ' ' -"•"-'"
Status: The Tree Swallow is an uncommon

spring transient through the test site, where it
was seen feeding over and near open water. We
have IS records from March 2S to April 25.

Riparia ripciria rlparia (Linnaeus)
.I5a:ik Swallow'

Collection records: One specimen, May 13,
1'iCl. / - . . " . '

Status: The Brink Swallow is an uncommon
.spring transit-l i t ant! summer visitor. We have..
IS iccords'made on May 12 and 13 and on July
o'J. It was observed feeding over and near open
V.;;UT. ,

Stclgitloplcnjx ruficiillii serrifienitlx (Audubon)
Hough-wiii^i-d Swallow

Collection record: One specimen, April 12,
1961.

Status: We have 1-1 records of this species,
all in spring, from March 8 to May 11. They
were seen feeding near and over open water.

HiruHtlu rustica enjihrogaster Boddaert
Barn Swallow :

Collection records: None.
Status: The Barn Swallow is an uncommon

spring and autumn transient at the test site.
We have a total of 17 sight records from April
22 to June 6 and again from September 10 to
October 7. The birds were seen around open
water.

Petrochelidon pyrrhonota (Vieillot)
Cliff Swallow

Collection records: None.
Status: Twelve sight records are available

from April 23 to May 24 and again on August
9. We have no records for June and July. Lack-
ing specimens we have not been able to deter-
mine the subspeeific status although on the
basis of knosvn distribution it could be either P.
p. pyrrhonota or P. p. hijpapolia.

Cyanocitta stelleri (Cmelin)
Steller's Jay

Collection records: None.
Status: Steller's Jay appears to be an un-

common resident of the Pinyon-Juniper and
Oakbrush communities. We have 8 sight records
for August 22 and 23 and October 25. Owing
to the lack of specimens we have been unable
to determine the subspeeific status of the res-
ident population. ;

Apltelocoma coerulesccns necadac Pitelka
Scrub Jay

Collection records: Four specimens, August
1, 1960; March 16, May 14, July 2, 1961.

Status: The Scrub Jay is a rather common
resident in the Pinyon-Juniper and oakbrush
communities. We have recorded it from Feb-
ruary 22 to October. 10, with the greatest num-
ber of rt-cords being in May. We have no rec-
ords as yet for the months of November, De-
cember and January.

OO/*..'!
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I'i'ca jiii'ti
Hhuk-billcd Magpie

Collection records: Nunc.
Status: We have only one sight record of

llic magpie for Dei-ember 5, 19G1.

conix sliuuitus Wagler
Common Raven ;,-

Collection records: Five specimens, Novem-
ber 13, December 15, 1959; August 31, Octob-
er 14, I960; April 21, 1961.

Status: Ravens arc consistent residents of
tlie test site and have been recorded for every
month of the year. They are most often seen
in pairs along the roadways, but they have also
been noted on the mesas and around springs.
On June 1, 1961, two nesting sites were located
on cliffs bordering the mesa; however, it was
not possible to reach the nests for close obser-
vation.

Curvus: brachijrhynclms hcsjtem Ridgway
Common Crow

Collection records: None.
Status: The Common Crow is an uncommon

.winter visitor to the test site. Four records are
available from November 5 to December 6. The
birds were seen on the mesa anJ also near the
town of Mercury.

Gyiniuirhiiitis cijanoccpliala A Vied:
Piripn Jay

Collection records: Four specimens, July
31, August 1, 1960; July 7, 1961.

Status: This jay is a fairly common resident
of the Pinyon-Juniper on the mesas and in can-
yons bordering the mesas. Our records extend
from April 9 to December 11, although it is
likely that the birds also occur during the mid-
winter months. Most of our records are for Apri}
through August.

nifyi ctniinihidiui (Wilson)
Clark's Nutcracker "

Collodion records: Two specimens, Scptcm-
I*T 2S. HJG1.

Status: This species has been observed un-
cniniiicinly in the Piiiyon-Junipfr coininunity.
* * < • have only u i i t i i nn i recouls from September
-s to October 2(1

I'tirny £iiniltrli iiti/uciixis ((, ' i imiell )
Mountain Chickadee

Collection records: Seven specimens, July
3. HJ60; March 31. April 15, June 16, July 2, 1961.

Status: Mountain Chickadees appear to be
permanent residents in the; Pinyon-Junipcr com-
munity. \\'e have records of them for eve ly
month of the year except January, but they
were most commonly seen in April through July.

Punis inorntitus ritlgicnyi Richmond
Plain Titmouse

Collection records: Two specimens, March
5 and June 29, 1961.

Status: We have rather 'few records of this
species in comparison with the Mountain Chica-
dcc. We have recorded it from March 5 to
June 29 in the Pinyon-Juniper community of
the mesas.

Ps'.dtriparus minimus plunibens (Baird)
Common Btishtit

Collection records: Five specimens, April 16,
May 24. June 16, October 8, 1961.

Status: This bushtit is a common resident
at the test site throughout most of the year. We
have records for every, month cx-cept September,
November, January, and February. It is found
both in Pinyon-Juniper- and in the Crayia-Ly-
cinin community'.- Young of this species were
frequently observed.

Sitta airolincnsis Icniii.'isinia Crinnoll
White-breasted Nuthatch

Collection records: One specimen, Mav 13,
1961. - - .- ; ' ' . - ,,. - . ••'-. ' ;;- ' . . , ."; .

Status: The White-breasted Nuthatch seems
to be rare in the Pinyon-Juniper community. In
addition to the specimen collected, we have one
other sight record for May 14.

Troglodytes aedon jxirknuurii Auduboii
House Wren

Collection records: None.
Status: The status of the House Wren for

the Nevada Test Site is known only from two
sight records, April 29 and August 20, 1961.

Tliryiiminu's hcu ir :kii crt'itiophUiis Oberholscr
Bewick's \Vren

(Jollection records: Four specimens, June
27, July 30, August 20, December 5. 1961.



Status: This wren is fairly common in Piu-
yon-Juniper on the mesas from April 15 to Aug-
ust 20. It is likely that some individuals remain
all winter since we have records for December.

Cnniphlorhynchiis bittnneicapillitm cotiesi
' • . Sharpe

Cactus Wren

Collection records: Five specimens, January
5, 1962 and July 23, 25, 1962.

Status: The Cactus Wren seems to be con-
fined exclusively to communities where the yuc-
ca is present. In addition to the five specimens
collected we have eight sight records for Jan-
uary 3, 1962. The specimens collected 'in July
were young birds of the year. Apparently the
species is confined to • the''Yucca. and Yticca-
Coleogyne communities.

Cistothorus palnstris aestuarinus Swarth
Long-billed Marsh Wren

Collection records: Two specimens, March
31 and September 29, 1961.

Status: The Marsh Wren is an uncommon
spring and autumn transient at the test site.
It was seen around the well reservoirs.

The two specimens collected were placed
in the subspecies aestnariniis rather than pleslns
in the basis of their shorter beaks. One of the
specimens has the typical dark crown of aestuar-
inus, but neither of them is as richly chestnut on
the back as aestuarinus.

Sulpinctes obsoletus obsoletus (Say)
Rock Wren

Collection records: Seven specimens, April
16, May 5, June 16, July 24, August 24, 1961.

Status: Rock Wrens are permanent residents
in rocky, situations in the Pinyon-Juniper and
around the mesas. We have recorded them for
every month of the year except February and
September. However, they are more common-
ly seen in March through June.

iVrway jiolyglottos lettcojitmis (Vigors)
Mockingbird

Collection records: Two specimens, April 15,
June 15, 1961.

Status: The Mockingbird has been recorded
in IIK> area from April 2 to August 15, with the
greatest number of recordings in May and June.
It is seen most often in the Yucca habitat but

is also found in the small canyons around the
borders of the mesas.

Dumetella carolinensis (Linnaeus)
Catbird

Collection records: One specimen, June 6,
1961.

Status: This species seems to be rare at the
test site and has been reported only a few times
for the state of Nevada. Linsdale (1951) cites
only two records. The one specimen obtained
by us was taken at Cane Springs and was prob-
ably a transient bird.

To-xostoma lecontei lecontei Lawrence
Le Conte's Thrasher

Collection records: Eleven specimens, De-
cember 18, 1959; February 12, August 17, De-
cember 3, I960; May 2, 3, 4, June 1, 29, July
10, 1961; February 12, 1962.

Status: We have records of this thrasher for
every month of the year. Most of the records
are for June. In winter they seem to move
about in small flocks in a nomadic fashion. They
appear to be equally at home in all of the types
of desert communities but were never seen on
the higher mesas.

Oreoscoptes inantantts (Townsend)
Sage Thrasher

Collection records: Nine specimens, March
5, 22, April 12, May 20, 21, September 14, 1961;
January 16, 1962.

Status: A few sage thrashers apparently win-
ter in the test site area, but they are more com-
monly seen in early spring (March and April).
There is some evidence of nesting. The pre-
ferred habitat seems to be Grayia-Lyicum and
Larrea, but they also occur in sage and in Pin-
yon-Juniper.

Turdus migratorius propinqmis Ridgway
Robin

Collection records: Four, specimens, Octob-
er 19, 1960; May 24, 29, 1981; January 1, Feb-
ruary 27, 1962.

Status: Robins were recorded in the area
from January 1 to July 2 and again from Octob-
er to November 14. Although a few birds win-
ter at the test site, they are more common as
spring and autumn migrants. Most of the rec-
ords were for Cane Springs and the mesa.

f : : U



Iltjlocichla giittuta oromcla Oberholser
Ihu-nut Thrush

Collection records: Five specimens, April 29,
October 12, 1961; April 28, May 5, 1962.

Status: The Hermit Thrush is known only as
a spring and autumn transient through the test
site area. The earliest record is for April 28
and the latest October 20.

All our specimens were identified by Dr.
John W. Aldrich as belonging to the race oro-
mela. This race was not recognized1 in the
A.O.U. checklist (1957) and was not included by
Linsdale (1951) in his list of Nevada birds.

Hylocichla usttilata ustnlata (Nuttall)
Swainson's Thrush

Collection records: Two specimens, June 6,
1961; May 12. 1962.

Status: Swainson's Thrush is at present
l:ucwn only as a spring transient Specimens
were collected at Cane Springs and Tippipah
Spring. L

On the basis of the distinct olive brown rath-
er than the olive or more grayish upper parts
our two specimens are definitely of the race
us t ula t a rather than swainsoni. Compared with
swainsoni our specimens also have brighter and
more buffy throats and upper breasts and their

-under tail coverts are decidedly buffy rather
than whitish. In his list of Nevada birds Lins-
dale (1951) lists only the races swainsoni and
almae from the state. The latter subspecies is
now considered to be a synonym of sivainsoni
(A.O.U. Check-list, 1957). Our record of ustu-
lata may therefore be considered as an addi-
tional subspecies for Nevada,

Sialia mexicana bairdi Ridgway
Western Bluebird

Collection record: One specimen, May 21,
1961.

Status: This species is an uncommon bird
found thus far only in the Pinyon-Juniper of
the mesas. We have only 16 records from March
31 to May 21 and again in November.

Sialiei ctirrucoides (Bechstein)
Mountain Bluebird

Collection records: Six specimens, March 16,
April 26, 27, May 23, 1961; June 14, 1962.

" Status: We have many records of the Moun-
tain Bluebird from November to July 2. They
were most abundant in March through May. In
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winter they were seen in the lower deserts along
the roadways, but in spring they were more
common in tlie Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas. We
have no positive record of their nesting and no
observation records for August through Octob-
er.

Myadcsfes townscndi townscndi (Audubon)
Townsend's Solitaire

Collection records: Four specimens, October
5, 1959; April 23, 24, September 28, 1961.

Status: Solitaires are considered to be spring
and autumn migrants through the test site area..
We have records from April 23 to June and from
September to October 25. Birds have been noted
only in the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas.

Polioptila caerulea amoerii'ssima Grinnell
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Collection records. Six specimens, April 25,
30, June 1C, July 2, 1961; April 1, 1962.

Status: This gnatcatcher is a common spring
and summer resident. Our records extend from
April 14 to September 8, although the birds are
most abundant in April and May. Their usual
habitat is the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas or
the oakbrush of the bordering slopes and can-
yons. A few were also noted at Cane Springs.

Regains calendula cineaceus Grinnell
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Collection records: Four specimens, April 9,
24, 30, October 28, 1961.

Status: Our records of die Ruby-crowned
Kinglet extend from October 5 to May 7 with
most of the records in April. The bird is con-
sidered to be an uncommon winter resident and
a . common spring and autumn migrant. Most
of the records are for Cane Springs.

Anthus spinoletta (Linnaeus)
Water Pipit

Collection records: Ten specimens, April 7,
16, March 30, May 13, September 29, October 8,
November 1, 1961; January 26, 1962.

Status: Pipits are common spring and au-
tumn migrants in the area and a few remain
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able to us seems to consist of both A. s. alticola
j'.'.icl A. ,?. p'tfificus. Seven out of tlu: 10 seem to
h • alticri ind the remaining 3 arc placed in
ft:;--Hicus. However, it seems difficult to sep-
auit-- tlicsc -two in the nonbrceding plumage.
'!".':. '.iiffv .spei'ii'iens assigned to pncifictts were
tit!-.-,- :-i ' .te f !•! and winter; all of those save
on- : . .t iM-c placed in alticola were collec-ted in
t!;-: >j- if; L- The underparts of alticola are some-
what : -i/!iter buff and the streaks on the breast
and U>: :ks are less extensive and individually
paler and narrower. Judging from specimens of
alticola taken in northern Utah in the autumn
there is a tendency for the streaks to be larger,
darker, and more extensively distributed at that
season and to gradually wear away during the
winter. However, the bright buffy ground color
of the underparts seems to remain fairly constant
.toward spring. There is still a possibility that

th-_- three specimens called pacificus are actually
young alticola that have not yet had the streak-.
in-^ reduced; however, the fact that the ground
color of the underparts is paler has indicated
that they are closer to pacificus. Linsdale (1951)
luis indicated that pacificus is the wintering sub-
species in N'evada.

fiv it'i'iy cilia cedroruni Yieillot
Cedar Waxwing

Collection records: Six specimens, March 16,
October 23, 1961; May 13, June 5, 1962.

Status: We haw a total of sixteen records
f r •;:-. March 16 to October 23, with most of
th«.-m in May an-.l June. This waxwing seems
to be an irregular visitor at Cane Springs, Tip-
pipali Spring, and on the mesa.

Yhainopcpla nitens Icpida Van Tyne
Phainopepla ;

Collection record: One specimen, May 6,
1961. • ' - . " ' ' . . . -

Status: We have record of only the one speci-
men which was collected at Cane Springs.

Lanhm Iwlor-icianus Linnaeus
'Loggerhead Shrike

Collection records: Fifteen specimens, Au-
gust 24, November 19, 1959; June 9, July 27,
I960; March 7, April 15, 25, May 21, June 28,
1961; February 14, March 7, June 5, 1962.

Status: We have many records including
every month of the year, but shrikes were most
commonly seen in March through June. The

birds were observed in all of the types of plant
communities. Nesting activity was observed as
follows: A nest containing 6 eggs was found in
an Antriplcx confcrtifolia about 3 feet up from
the ground, April 2.S, 1962; another, also con-
taining 6 eggs was located at Tippipah Spring
in a Furshia tridcntata about 4 foot up, April
2S, 1962; another nest containing young about
a week old was found on May 5, 1962. These
young were banded on May 12.

The subspecific status of the breeding pop-
ulation is somewhat in doubt. The race nevad-
en.5i'-s proposed by Miller is not recognised in
A.O.U. Check-list (1957) and is presumably
considered to be a synonym of son&riensis. Most
of our specimens have the clear wliite rump and
lighter upperparts of sonoriensis, but a few
adults have the grayish rumps and darker backs
more typical of gambeli. Measurement of 9
specimens from the test site shows a wing length
varying from 98 to 102 mm., with an average of
100.3. This is somewhat smaller than the average
of 103.3 accorded to sonoriensis (Miller, 1930, p.
155). If the race nevadensis is to bs discounted,
it seems likely from the data at hand that the
test site population consists of intergrades be-
tween gambeli and sonoriensis, being closer to
gambeli in wing measurement but nearer to
sonoriensis in the white underparts and usually
lighter backs.

Stttrnus viilgans Linnaeus
Starling

Collection records: Six specimens,' Novem-
ber 19, 1959; July 6, 1960; February 13, March
14, October 18, 1961.

Status: The Starling appears to be primarily
a winter and early spring visitor to the test site.
It was recorded most often in November but
was common in later winter and early spring.
Occasional birds also occur in the summer as
indicated by the collection made in July. They
are most frequently observed in the lower de-
sert communities and were especially common
along the roadways at Yucca Flat.

Virco ricininr Coues
Gray Vireo

Collection records: One specimen, July 7,
1961.

Status: The Cray Vireo has been recorded
four times at the test site from May 7 to July
7. It was noted only in the Pinyon-Juniper com-
munity.
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\'ircv solilarius (Wilson)
Solitary Vireo

Collection records: Five specimens, May 13,
•2G. 1961; April 28, May 12, 1962.

Status: This virco is a spring and summer
resident in the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas. We
haw records extending from April 28 to July
2 . • ' / ' ' ' . • •

Four of our five specimens are of the sub-
species cassinii, with typical yellowish green
fbnks and back. The other specimen is of the
race plumbeus.

Vireo gilvus stuainsonii Baird
Warbling Vireo

Collection records: Four specimens, May 24,
June 16, July 30, 1961; April 28, 1962.

Status: The Warbling Vireo is a fairly com-
mon spring and summer resident, when it is to
be found at Cane Springs and in the Pinyon-
Juniper of the mesas. It also occurs in the oak-
brush in canyons around the mesas.

Vcrmicora cclata orestera Oberholser
Orange-crowned Warbler

Collection records: Ten specimens, April 30,
May 6, June 19, September 21, 1961; April 28,
1962.

Status: All of our records of this species
were made at Cane Springs. It seems to be
mainly a spring and autumn migrant through
the area although the June 19 record is rather
late for a migrant and may indicate that some
remain through the summer. .

Vermivora ruficapilla ridgwayi van Rossem ;•
Nashville Warbler

Collection records: Two specimens, August
20, 30, 1961.

Status: Our only knowledge of this species
at the test site is from the two collection records
noted above. The birds were taken in Pinyon-
Jf.niper and oakbrush.

Vermicoai virginiae (Baird)
Virginia's Warbler

Collection records: Two specimens, June 28,
J'sly 2. 1961.

Status: We have a limited number of rec-
onK of Virginia's Warbler extending from April
11 t<i . August 20. Thcv arc spring and summer
residents in the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas and
in"tl i t - u.ikbrush of adjacent canyons.
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Dcntlroicu -pctccliut morcoini Coale
Yellow Warbler

Collection records: Seven specimens, April
29. 30, May 14, 10, 20, 21, 1961.

Status: The yellow warbler is a fairly com-
mon spring and autumn migrant at the test site.
It has been recorded from April 2S to May 6
and again from August 10 to September 19.
Birds were most commonly seen at Cane Springs
and at Whiterock Spring.

Dendroica coronata (Linnaeus )
. Myrtle Warbler

Collection records: Two specimens, March
23, April 16, 1961.

Status: Known only as a spring migrant
from the two collection records. Linsdale (1951,
p. 243) mentions it as a transient in Nye County.

i
Dendroica andiiboni memorabilis Oberholser

Audubon's Warbler

Collection records: Eight specimens, Octob-
er 5, 1969; March 24, April 14, 24, 28, June 28,
July 2, 1961.

Status: This warbler is a common spring and
autumn transient. It is especially abundant in
April, when it is found at Cane Springs, in the
Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas, and also in the
lower desert shrub communities. The collection
of one young bird on the mesa in July would in-
dicate that it also breeds in the area.

Our specimens are assigned to the subspecies
: memorabilia., rather than audiiboni on the basis
of greater wing length. The Nevada specimens
compared with Oberholser's (1921) measure-
ments are as follows:

... Test Site Birds
Wing

D. a. memorabilis 78 (male) 73.6 (fern.)
D. a. aticliiboni

D. a memorabilis
D. a. andtiboni

Oberholser (1921)
Wing

80.5 (male) 73.9 (fern.)
74.9 (male) 71.6 (fern.)

Dendroica nigrcsccns (Townsend)
Black-throated Gray Warbler

Collection records: Nine specimens, April
30, May 7, 24, 26, June 4, 29, 1961.

Status: This warbler is a common spring and
summer resident of the Pinyon-Juniper of the

If:
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uirsus, where it mi doubt breeds. Out collection
and si^lit records extend from April 28 to Sop-'
tcmln-f 6, with mosl of the observation being
nude in May and June.

Di'iuhotcd lou-'naenili(Townsend)
Townscnd's Warbler

Collection records: One specimen, May 13,
1963.

Status: Tou-nsend's Warbler is an uncommon
spring transient through the test site. It was
seen at Cane Springs and in sagebrush at the
edge of the Pinyon-Juniper. W'e have six sight
records from April 2S to May 13 and in October.

Opororru's tolmiei (Townsend)
MacGiilivra/s Warbler

Collection records: Six specimens, May 13,
14, 20, June 2, 1961; June 5, 1962.

Status: MacCillivray's Warbler" is known to
be a spring and autumn transient through the
test site area. We have records for May and
early June and again for August and September.
There are no records for July, but the species
may yet be found breeding around some of the
springs. The earliest record is for May 4 and
the latest for September 10. The birds were
seen around Cane Springs and in Purshia tri-
dcntdta and other brush at Tippipah Spring.

The subspecific status of our specimens is
.somewhat doubtful since both O. t. tolmiei and
O. t. mnnticola might be found as transients

•'through this area. Our specimens arc rather var-
iable in the gray and black of the forward parts,

.but the yellow underparts and yellowish green
of tho back are quite uniform and very much
like a scries of breeding birds from northern
Utah. The tail measurements of our small ser-
ies seem to be decidedly less than those given
by Phillips (Auk, 64(2): p. 297, 1947) for
monticoJa (50.3 in males as compared to 58.4),
but we cannot be sure that our method of
measurement was the same as his. Linsdale
(1951) lists monticola as the resident bird of
Nevada.

Gcothlyjii.? trirha.i scirpicoJa Critmell
, Ycllowthroat

Collection

n
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Xunthoccphalus xanthocephalus ( Bonaparte)
Yellow-I icudfd Blackbird

Collection records: Four specimens, April
16, 26, '29, May 31, 1961.

Status: This blackbird is an irregular transient
at the test site. Our earliest record is for March
31 and our latest September 19. The birds were
most common in April and May but a few were
noted in June, July, and August. They were
seen around the wells and springs and on the
playas.

Agelaius phoeniceus (Linnaeus)
Redwinged Blackbird

Collection records: Nine specimens, July 28,
October 13, I960; May 20, October 8, 1961;
March 16, April 1, 1962.

Status: The Redwinged Blackbird is the most
common icterid at the test site. We have rec-
ords for all months of the year except December,
Jrnaary and June. Birds are most abundant in
April and again in October; at other times only
scattered records were made. During the height
of their migration they are common in flocks
around the wells and springs and near water
on the playas.

According to die A.O.U. Check-list (1957)
any of the races fortis, necadensis, and sonori-

-e/wi-s might occur at one time or another in
southern Nevada. Most of the birds at the test
site are transients, and we have not as yet been
able to determine the breeding subspecies if any
in that area. Our small series of females show
c-onsiderable variation as to coloration and size
of the beak. The length of the exposed culmen
varies from 15.3 to 18.7 millimeters. Few reach
the minimum of this measurement for females
of either fortis, neuadensis or sonoriensis and
none reaches the maximum of these races given
by Bishop (1938, Trans. San Diego Soc. Nat.
Hist., 9 (1): 1-4). For the present, therefore,
it is thought best to leave the subspecific iden-
tity of the test site specimens in doubt

Icterus parisorttm Bonaparte
Scott's Oriole

Collection records: Seven specimens, July
27, 196.0; June 19, 27, 28, 1961; April 28, 1962.

Status: Our records extend from April 15 to
August 9. Scott's Oriole is consistently present
at the test site in spring and summer, when it
appears to occupy a variety of habitats. It has
bct-ii observed in Yucca, Pinyon-Juniper, sage-
brush, and the mixed vegetati'Mi around springs.

Icterus bnllockii bitllockii (Swainson)
Bullock's Oriole

Collection records: Six specimens, July 28,
I960; May 4, 7, 1-1, July 26, 1961.

Status: Bullock's Oriole is a fairly common
spring and summer resident at the test site. We
have records from April 14 to September 9,
with most of them being in May. The birds
were most commonly seen at Cane Springs, in
the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas, and in oak-
brush vegetated canyons.

Ettphagiis cyanocephaltts (Wagler)
Brewer's Blackbird

Collection records.- Three specimens, April
16, 26, 1961.

Status: This blackbird is a common bird at
the test site in spring and autumn, when it is
most often seen around the wells and springs.
Large numbers were observed in April and
again in September and October. They were
sparse during the summer months and seemingly
absent in winter.

Molothrus ater obsctirus (Ginelin)
Brown-headed Cowbird

Collection records: Eighteen specimens,
August 27, 28, 1959; July 28, 1960; April 6, 16,
26, 30, 1961; April 28, 1962.

Status: Our records for the cowbird extend
from April 6 to November 27, with the greatest
numbers being in April and May. Birds were
seen around springs and wells and also in the
Pinyon-Juniper.

Our specimens are somewhat intermediate
in size between A/, a. artemesiae and Af. a. ob-
sciirus. However, they have the shorter and
more slender bills characteristic of obscurtis
and on that basis are referred to that subspecies.

Piranga ludoviciana (Wilson)
Western Tanager

Collection records: Eleven specimens, July
28, August 1, 1960; May 14, 24, 26, June 1061;
May 27, 1962.

Status: Western Tanagers have been record-
ed for the test site from May 13 to September 8
although they are most common in May and
September. They are frequently seen in the
Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas, and a few may nest
there. They are also present at Cane Springs
and other springs of the area.
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fhfiirtii-us iwlus- inclanoccphalus

Black-headed Grosbeak

Collection records: Seven specimens, May
20, June 4, 30, July 7, 1981.

Status: Our records of the Black-headed
Grosbeak extend from April 11 to October 4.
Birds arc more common in May and June. They
inhabit the oakbush around the mesas as well
as the Pinyon-Juniper. They were also fre-
quently seen at Cane Springs.

Guiraca caerulea interfusa Dwight and Griscom
Blue Grosbeak

Collection record: One specimen, May 21,
1961.

Status: The Blue Grosbeak seems to be an
uncommon visitor to the test site. We have a
total of 20 records all from the vicinity of Cane
Springs and all for May.

Passerina amoena (Say)
Lazula Bunting

Collection records: Xine specimens, April
30, May 2, 7, 12, June 19, July 2, September 13,
20, 1961; May 12, June 6, 1962.

Status: This species is a fairly common
spring, summer, and early autumn resident. Our
records extend from April 30 to September 29,
but most of them are for May and June. The
bin's are most commonly seen around Cane
Springs, but they are also found in the Pinyon-
Juniper of the mesas where there is some evi-
dence of nesting.

Hesperiphond verpertina brooksi Grinnell
Evening Grosbeak-

Collection records: Two specimens, October
24, 25, 1961.

Status: The Evening Grosbeak is a rare
autumn and winter visitor at the test site. Birds
have been noted around the wells and in the
Pinyon-Juniper. . ' . . ' . '

Carpodacus purpurciis californicns Baird
Puq)le Finch

Collection records: Two specimens, Octob-
er 24, 25, 1961.

Status: This species appears to be a rare
autumn and spring transient. It has been noted

only in the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas. Neither
Linsdale (1951) nor Gullion, et al. (1959) haw
included this species in their lists of Nevada
birds.

Carpodacus casnnii Baird
Cassin's Finch

Collection records: Twelve specimens, April
15, 27, May 21, 23, 26, 27, June 16, October 25,
November 14, 1961.

Status: Cassin's Finch is a fairly common res-
ident in the area in spring, summer, and autumn.
Our records extended from March IS to No-
vember 14, with the greatest numbers noted in
March through June. The birds arc almost in-
variably seen in Pinyon-Juniper but have been
recorded occasionally in Larrea.

Carpodacus mexicantts (Muller)
House Finch

Collection records: Thirty-nine specimens,
October 1, November 18, 1959; December 9,
I960; January 20, 25, 30, 31, February 15, 17,
March 10, 11, 19, 26, April 23, 29, May 10, 11,
19, June 15, November 12, 1961.

Status: The House Finch is an abundant
resident at the test site throughout the year.
Birds are especially abundant in winter, when
large flocks are mostly restricted to disturbed
areas where Russian thistle is predominant. In
summer these birds scatter into the Pinyon-Jun-
iper and Yucca where they nest. We have the
following nesting records: On May 26, 1961, a
nest containing five young recently hatched was
found in the top of a Yucca about 7 feet from
the ground; on June 1, 1961, a nest containing
four eggs was found in a juniper.

Moore (Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 52:105,
1939) proposed the name solitudinis for the
Nevada race of House Finch mainly on the basis
of less extensive distribution of red in the male.
However, his name was not accepted in the
A.O.U. checklist (1957), and the name frontalis
has usually been applied to the Nevada popula-
tion (Linsdale, 1951). Our series of males tak-
en mostly .in winter and early spring show a
great amount of variation in both the extent and
shade of red. Some of the brighter specimens
are near Nopal Red of Ridgeway but range to
Peach Red in one specimen. In another group
where the coloring is usually far less extensive
the color is near Zinc Orange or Ochraceous-
orange. In one specimen the throat, forehead,
and rump are Yellow Ocher, and there is a dis-
tinct grayish brown band across the upper breast.
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Splnns jilniixpiiius (Wilson)
Pine Siskin

Collection records: Five specimens, Octob-
er 19. 1^60; March 30, April 30, November 1,
1961.'

Status: The Pine Siskin is an autumn, win-
ter and spring resident of the area. Our records
extend from October 19 to April 30, when the
birds were seen in the Pinyon-Juniper of the
mesas and around Cane Springs. We have no
evidence of summer occurrence.

Passerciilus sandwichcnsis necatlcnsis Crinnell
Savannah Sparrow

Collection records: Twelve specimens, March
11, 22, 30, 31, April 7, 27, May 6, 26, September
6, 1961; March 9, 1962.

Status: Our records extend from March 11
into May and again from mid-September to Oc-
tober 28. We have no evidence of the presence
of this species in winter or summer. It has been
noted on the playas and in desert shrub com-
munities near water.

• *•
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Spinus tristls pallidus Mearns
American Goldfinch

Collection records: Three specimens, Feb-
ruary 15, 17, April 30, 1961.

Status: Three birds have been noted at the
test site, mainly in winter and early spring,
when they occur in: flocks in disturbed areas in
the desert where Russian thistle is predominant
in spring there are often heavy concentrations
around the wells.

Pooecetes graniineus cotifinis Baird
Vesper Sparrow

Collection record: One specimen, March 13,
1961.

Status: Our records of the Vesper Sparrow
are rather unevenly scattered between March
13 and September 10 except in 'the month of
June. We regard them as transients through
the test sits area. They have been noted around
the wells, at Cane Springs, and in several types
of desert shrub communities.

Spinits psaltria liesperaphiliis (Oberholser)
Lesser Goldfinch

Collection records: Two specimens, April
28, 29, 1962.

Status: The occurrence of this bird at the
test site is known only from the two collection
records. The specimens were taken at Cane
Springs.

Chlonira chlonira (Audubon)
Green-tailed Tovvhee

Collection records: Seven specimens, April
28, May 13, 21; 23, 24, June 1; 18-1961.

Status: Our records of this species extend
from April IS to November 14, with the great-
est numbers occurring in May. The birds inhabit
the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas and the oak-
brush in canyons around their borders.

Pi/rite crythropthalmus montantis Swarth
Rufous-sided Towhee . .' • .

Collection records: Six specimens, January 4,
16, May 24, 26, October S, 1961.

Status: This towhee seems to occur the year
around in the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas and
i:i areas whore oakbrush is predominant. These
birds are, however, rather uncommon.

Chondestes grammacits strtgatus Swainson
Lark Sparrow

Collection records: Six specimens, April 9,
25, 27, May 2, 13, 1961.

Status: Most of our records for this species
are from April 9 to May 27. We have a single
record for August. Our present evidence indi-
cates that they are principally spring migrants
through the test site. We have observed them in
brushy areas near springs and on the mesas
where there is a mixture of Pinyon-Juniper and
sagebrush.

Amphiypiza bilineata deserticola Ridgway
Black-throated Sparrow

Collection records: Fourteen specimens,
April 20, 26, 27, 28, June 22, 29, July 27, 1960;
March 15, June 2, 12, 1961; June 29, 1962.

Status: The Black-throated Sparrow is a
common spring and summer resident,of the test
site. We have abundant records of its occur-
rence from March IS to August 22, with the
highest concentration in April, May and June.
Rickard (1961) mentions its nesting in shrubs on
the test site and we have records of young birds
of the year. The birds inhabit all of the types
of desert shrubs and also occur less commonly
in the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas.

•> 1 •



. - \ / / i />/i/ 'v/J<;« h'.-tli nci'atlcnsi.'s (Hidgwuy)
Sago Sparrow

Collection records: Twenty-two specimens,
October J, 23, '195'J; December 3, 1960; Jan-
uary 9. 23, 29, 30, 'February 1, 17, April 27, Oc-
tober 1, 1961; January 9, April 21, l(Jt>2.

Status: Our records of the sage sparrow ex-
tend from mid-September to May. The species
is one of the most common wintering birds in
the area; during the winter it is found in the
several types of desert shrub communities. The
greatest concentrations occur in December and
January.

Jiuico hyeiiuili-i cismontamis Dwight
Slate-colored Junco

Collection records: Two specimens, Octob-
er 23, 25, 1961.

Status: The Slate-colored Junco is apparent-
ly rare at the test site. Only the two collection
records and one or two other.sight records are
indicated in our data. Judging from the records
summarized by Linsdale (1951) there are rela-
tively few indications of its occurrence in Ne-
vada. The specimens collected were taken on
the mesa in Pinyon-Juniper.

Junco oregamis (Townsend)
Oregon Junco

Collection records: Seven specimens, March
16, April 23, October 8, 1961; January 26, March
2, 18, 1962.

Status: During the winter large flocks of
juncos occur on the test site, principally in the
Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas. We have records
from October 7 to April 14, but they are most
abundant in October and November.

Since various species and subspecies usually
flock together, it is difficult to give an accurate
indication of the relative abundance of the sev-
eral kinds. However, our observations indicate
that the groat majority of them are /. oregonus.
In our matt-rial wt- have representatives of both
/. o. ' montunus and /. o. mearnsi, with the former
appaivnllv being'the more common.

Junco cnnicc'i^ cc.niccpy (Woodhouse)
Gray-headed Junco

Collection.record*: Four specimens, May 26,
Juiu- 16, SepU-iiibfi 29, 1081.

Status: We haw a small number of records
of the junc-o, all of which are for spring and
summer. Birds haw V>een found in the Pinyon-

Jimipcr of the mesas, and there is sonic indica-
tion that they may nest there.

S))i~clla jms\crinn ariwnae Couos
Chipping Sparrow

Collection records: Six specimens, April 24,
25, May 9, 23, June 4, 27, 1961.

Status: Chipping Sparrows are common in
spring and summer in the Pinyon-Juniper of the
mesas and arc often frequently found at Cane
Springs. We have records from April 14 to
November 6, but most of them are for April
and May when migration is at its highest. Im-
mature specimens were collected on the mesa,
indicating that the birds nest there.

Spizella brewerl breweri Cassin
Brewer's Sparrow

Collection records: Eight specimens, April
14, June 4, 16, 19, 28, 1961; April 14, 1962.

Status: We have numerous records of this
species between February 10 and September 9.
The birds are most abundant in April, May and
June. Their favored habitat seems to be in
areas where sagebrusli is predominant. Young
have been taken, indicating that they should be
listed among the breeding birds of the area.

Spizella atrogulara cvura Coues
Black-chinned Sparrow

Collection record: One specimen,-July 2,
1961.

Status: We have only the one record of this
species on the test site. It was taken from a
thicket of scrub oak on the mesa. Linsdale
(1951) indicates that the Black-chinned Sparrow
is not common in Nevada and is known only
from the southern part of the state.

Zonolrichia h'ticaphrys (Forster)
White-crowned Sparrow

Collection records: Seventeen specimens, No-
vember 5, 1959; October 19, 1960; February 1,
15, 17, 20, March 6, 9, September 21, October
13, 1961; April 28, 1962.

Status: White-crowned sparrows are in res-
idence in large numbers from September through
May. During this period they are found around
the springs and.wells and in all types of desert
shrubs. They arc especially common in tlio Lar-
rca community.

Both Z. /. gambcli and Z. I. oriantha arc
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present in the wintering flocks. Of our 17 speci-
mens 12 arc gtttiifoeli and 5 are orifliitJia. From
the material at hand there would appear to be
no seasonal separation of the two races.

Zonotriclu'tt ntricnpillfl (Gmelin)
Golden-crowned Sparrow

Collection record: One specimen, April 28,
1962. • ' • ' . .

Status: The occurrence of this species at the
test site is known only from the single specimen
cited above. Records of this bird in Nevada
seem to be rare (Linsdale, 1961). GulUon (1959)
recorded the first specimen from southern Ne-
vada which was taken 26 miles southeast of
Overton, March 31, 1943.

Melosplza lincolnii (Audubon)
Lincoln's Sparrow

Collection records: Six specimens, March 4,
6, 14, 22, April 30, 1961.

Status: Lincoln's Sparrow is a regular spring
migrant at the test site, when it was seen near
the wells and at Cane Springs from March 18
to April 30. We also have one sight record for
October 11.

The subspecific position of our six speci-
mens is somewhat in doubt owing to the fact
that some of them were not sexed, making wing
measurement data of little value. In color they
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seem to be identical with breeding birds from
central Utah. However, such wing measure-
ments as are available indicate that our Nevada
series averages a little smaller in this measure-
ment than our series of alttcola. This would in-
dicate that they may be migrating Uncolnii.

Melospiza mclodia monfmia Henshaw
Song Sparrow

Collection records: Two specimens, January
9 and November 15, 1961.

Status: This bird appears to be an uncom-
mon winter resident in the area. In addition to
the collection records we have three sight rec-
ords for January 30, March 31 and October 19.
Most of the individuals were seen at Cane
Springs and near the wells, but was noted at
Frenchman Playa in a flock of sage sparrows.

Colcurius lapponicus lapponicus Linnaeus
Lapland Ix>ngspur

Collection records: One specimen, Octob-
er 10, 1961.

Status; The occurrence of the Lapland Long-
spur at the test site is known only from the single
specimen listed above. Linsdale (1951, p. 247)
records C. I. alascensis from the Carson City,
Nevada, area. As far as we are aware our rec-
ord of C. I. lappanicus is the first recorded for
the state. The specimen was taken near water on
the playa at Frenchman Flat.
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